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Pastors:

Rev. Karl Stuckenberg
Rev. Jon Waterson

January Worship
January 6

Life Questions
Where Are You?
Genesis 3:1-9

January 13

Life Questions
Do You Want to Be Made
Well?
John 5:1-9

January 20

Life Questions
What Are You Doing Here?
1 Kings 19:1-13

January 27

Life Questions
What Are You Looking For?
John 1: 35-39

H A P P E N I NG S
It’s Mexico Mission Time!
Shepherd’s Mexico Mission is January 17-21. Please
be in prayer for all the participants as they head
down to Ensenada to build houses and provide VBS
for the local community. Please pray for the families
who we will be building for as they prepare to
receive shelter and a place to build family memories.
Pray for the children who will enjoy the VBS
program. Pray that they would feel God’s love
through the program and know that those who have
served them do so because of who God is in their
own lives.
We still are fundraising as we begin to buy all the necessary items that go along with each
home and our VBS program. If you are able to give, please write “Mexico Mission” in the
check memo line, or donate online at Pushpay.
Our Mexico participants this year include: Laura Arciniega, Aramando Barrera, Richard
Burrow, Florence Campbell, Craig Chawner, Cheyenne Cleye, Stephanie Cleye, Suzanne
Davis, John Faive, Vicki Faive, Mike Foundoulis, Stephanie Foundoulis, Dale and Robin Fox
(and friends), Lori Frangipane, Brian Fues, Debbie Hulbert, Jeff Hulbert, Neal Hutchinson,
Wesley Johnson, Paul Kohls, Mia Koller, Dawn LeHaf, Karl Lindegren, Kristen Lindegren,
Lopez family, Jeff McKasson, Schehera McKasson, Nella McKasson, Keagan McKasson,
Marietta Nikoiskaya, Randall Oliver, Linda Puckett, Alicia Riding, Jim Riding, Natasha Riding,
Joella Russert, Paul Russert, Jennifer Serfas, Patrick Snedeker, Dina Soyfer, Margot Strawn,
Karl Stuckenberg, Kristen Stuckenberg, Kendall Stuckenberg, Ryan and Masie Tisdale, Cindy
Waterson, Corran Waterson, Nachelle Wexler, Luke Wisner, MaryAnn Wisner, Pete Wisner,
and Laura Witczak.
There will be a Vacation Bible School for all the children headed by Laura Arciniega and Cindy
Waterson. Last year over 150 children were served. Below is a list of items needed for VBS.
We will build two complete houses and help with First Chula Vista with building a third house.

Sunday Worship
Schedule:

Mexico Mission Trip- VBS Supply Drive

Mission Viejo Campus

As we prepare for the Mexico Mission VBS program this year, we are in need of the
following items. The items can be dropped off Sunday mornings at either campus or at
the church office until January 13.

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Traditional
Worship
Modern Worship

26001 Muirlands Blvd.
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
(949) 837-2941

Rancho Santa Margarita
Campus
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Relaxed Traditional
Worship
Modern Worship

30605 Avenida de Las Flores
Rancho Santa Margarita, 92688
(949) 589-1502

Food Supplies
Chewy granola
bars
Individually
bagged cookies
Individually
bagged chips
Juice boxes
Ziploc bags sandwich size

Large jars of
creamy peanut
butter
Large jars of
strawberry jam
Goldfish crackers
- large container
Bags of giant
marshmallows
Paper plates
(cheap)

Paper bowls
Rectangle plastic
tablecloths (any
color)

Craft & Game
Supplies
Jump ropes
Bubbles
Elmer’s glue
bottles

Black
construction
paper
Black and colored
Sharpies
Craft sticks
Masking tape
Watercolor paints
and brushes
Chenille wires
(any color)

Around the Church

Cantatas a
Big Hit
The December 16
Christmas
Cantatas at the
MV campus
(above) and RSM
campus (left) were
enjoyed by all!

Season of Epiphany through March 6
The season of Epiphany begins on January 6 and runs until Ash
Wednesday, March 6.
Epiphany Day is the day for remembering the wise men that came
to worship Jesus in Bethlehem. Although we often put the wise
men in our nativity scenes with the shepherds and the baby in a
manager, the wise men did not arrive until much later, Jesus may
have been about two years old when they arrived. The word
epiphany is a Greek word that means “to appear”. The word
epiphany, and the visit of wise men from far away in the East,
reminds us that God has appeared in Jesus to reveal God’s love to
the entire world. The symbol of Epiphany used most often is the
star, which reminds us of the journey of the wise men from the
East. It is interesting to note that the star is appropriate during
this Epiphany season and not just at Christmas time.
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Holy Land Pilgrimage Meeting
We will meet Sunday, January 13 at 2:00 p.m. at the
RSM campus for our last get- together before
departing for the Holy Land. We will review shuttle
pick-up, documents, and last minute questions.
Contact Carla Beddome at
cbeddome@cruisesinc.com for questions.

Give Ministries
Hunger Sunday is the First Sunday of Every Month
We are joining forces with South County Outreach to help alleviate hunger in
South Orange County. On the first Sunday in January, January 6, we will be
collecting peanut butter and Jelly.
Please bring the peanut butter and jelly in plastic jars. The collection barrels will
be out in front of the entrance to the church and in the lobby at RSM.

Community Table Is Every Wednesday
Community Table provides a free meal to anyone whose budget is stretched or who
wants to share a meal with others. Meals are served Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. See
www.sothumc.org for more information or to find out ways to get involved.

THE
COMMUNITY TABLE

FOOD

FELLOWSHIP

FRIENDS

SHIP Dinners Coming in February
SHIP Dinners are coming back to Shepherd from February 2 through 8. Sign up online at
https://bit.ly/SHIPDinners and on the patio at the Give Table / Missions. We are looking to
have one week periods four times a year, rather than two week periods twice ayear. This might
suit our needs better, and keep SHIP front and center during the year.
SHIP is an excellent way to be involved in the transformation of the lives of the homeless in our
Orange County community. We are a transitionary shelter providing effective solutions for
getting people off of the street. SHIP has graduated three guests in the past four months and
will graduate two more guests in January. SHIP currently has seven guests, plus three coordinators for dinner. The house
is located at 12361 Magnolia in Garden Grove, which is about an hour away with traffic. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m.
Thanks for all of your support, and we look forward to 2019 being the best ever for the program graduations. Much
appreciated!

Great Year for Blood Drive
Preliminary results are in for the December blood drive at RSM – we did achieve our
goal of 26 units. In fact, because of church people who donated platelets, we will have a
few additional units to our credit.
Thank you to all the donors, volunteers, and child care workers for showing your
support of the community. Each unit can help to save up to three lives. Shepherd of the
Hills has helped to save up to 81 lives this month and 468 lives in 2018. Well done!
Every day, patients throughout the Saddleback Valley area and across the country rely on volunteer blood donors when
receiving healthcare. Cancer patients, trauma victims, organ transplant recipients, premature babies, sickle cell disease
patients and others may need blood products. Your effort is truly appreciated by the blood recipients, their loved ones and all
the staff at the American Red Cross. The blood you helped collect is a priceless gift to hospital patients and their families.
Our next blood drive will be our first drive for 2019, Thursday, February 14, 2019, 2:00-8:15 PM, at the Mission Viejo
campus. Some people at the December blood drive have already made an appointment for the February 2019 drive. We
hope to see you in February. The logo for February 14 is usually a heart, and what better way to start the new year than to
donate blood.
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Around the Preschool
Preschoolers Learn the Many Forms of Kindness
For God so loved the world. He sent His only Son.
John 3:16

Daddy and Me Day. We’ll end the month with
our annual school pictures and our first parentteacher conference.
if you have a preschool age child, church
members receive a discount on tuition. We are
currently enrolling for the 2019-2020 school
year – In HIS Service,
Becci Lukes, Preschool Executive Director
Sarah Galliver, RSM Site Director

Happy 2019 from the preschool! January’s
Spiritual Emphasis is Kindness – so we’ll be
learning all the ways that we can show kindness to
our families, friends, pets, and to our earth. We’re
also learning all about dinosaurs and space. The
children have been known to discover a dinosaur
bone or two! PJ Day is always a fun day as is

Around the Church
Shepherd Seniors Fellowship Luncheon February 26: Bible Jeopardy Redux!
Meeting begins at 12:30 • Game begins at 1:15.
If you enjoyed playing Bible Jeopardy with
Pastor Karl and Pastor Jon last September, you
have an opportunity to play Bible Jeopardy
Redux with them on February 26, 2019 in
Shepherd Hall on the Mission Viejo campus.
We invite you to join us for lunch and then join
Pastor Karl and Pastor Jon in another rousing
game!
The menu for the meeting is mango papaya
grilled chicken breast.
We regret that we cannot accommodate special

Shepherd Activities Calendar
Is Online
For up-to-date information on church events,
see the online calendar at sothumc.org.

‘Happenings’ Deadline...
The monthly Happenings deadline is generally
the 10th of every month.
(February Happenings deadline is Thursday,
January 10.)
Deadline for the weekly Happenings is noon
Mondays for the following Sunday.
Please e-mail articles to jyamada@sothumc.org
and bwestcott@sothumc.org.

dietary considerations, but please bring your own
lunch and join us for the program if we are
serving food that you cannot partake.
Cost for the luncheon and game is $15. Last day
to sign up and pay $15 for lunch is February 17.
RSVP to Sunny Hartman at
sunesue3@yahoo.com, Wanda Slowiaczek at
slowiaczek@sbcglobal.net , or Avis French at
eavisf@cox.net .
We look forward to seeing you at Fellowship on
February 26!

Shepherd Seniors Brunch January 13
The Shepherd Seniors will meet for brunch on January 13 (2nd Sunday)
at 11:00 a.m. at Peppino’s restaurant on the lake, 27782 Vista Del
Lago, Mission Viejo. Hostess: Pat Brewer. Please make reservations
with Jean Lehman, jlehman2@cox.net or (949) 713-2025 by 4:00 p.m.,
Saturday, January 12. Newcomers welcome.

Stephen Ministry at Shepherd
If you would like information on how to become
a Stephen Minister or if you could you use the
one-on-one care and support of a Stephen
Minister, please contact Ane Franchello at (949)
322-4920 or Debbie Chawner at (949)
292-5709. Stephen Ministry leaders will be wearing
blue name badges on Sundays.
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Prayer Ministry
First Friday Centering Prayer Group
Grows to Every Third Friday

Prayer Shawl Ministry

It is with joy that our Friday Group expands to include every
Third Friday. Please join in prayer Friday, January 4 and January
18 at 6:00 p.m. in the MV sanctuary. This group includes a short
Lectio Divina (praying scripture) following the Centering Prayer
sit. All are welcome and no Centering Prayer experience is
required. Give it a try.

A Catholic Priest at a
Methodist Church?
AGAIN We Say WHY NOT!
Father Bill Sheehan will be joining us for a
midweek visit February 12 and 13. Plans
for his visit are in the works. We anticipate
a gathering of some sort the evening of
Tuesday, February 12. On Wednesday,
February 13, Father Bill will join our Wednesday Centering
Prayer Group at the special time of 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.
We were so blessed by his presence and wisdom during his visit
last July; when we heard he would be in Southern California in
February we jumped at the chance to schedule him again. Fr. Bill
is looking forward to visiting with us as much as we are.

Prayer Chain
Prayer is the key to the heart of God. Prayer is the only way to a
real and personal relationship with God. Anyone interested in
being on the Prayer Chain is welcome to join this powerful group
praying for others. Please contact Carolyn Bohmholdt at
cbohmholdt@sothumc.org and let her know you want to be
added to the Prayer Chain. Each week a list is sent by e-mail
noting the special needs for prayer for individuals within our
church, friends and family members.

Prayer Chain:
E-mail sent to members of the Prayer Chain

As we look forward to the New Year, it is a time of
renewal. The slate is wiped clean. We are free to
write on blank pages and there is an excitement in
beginning a new year. We set our goals and hope we
can reach them. We have our dreams and feel we
can realize them.
In the Prayer Shawl Ministry we hope we can reach
out and wrap as many people as
we can in a prayer shawl, full of
love, caring, hope and prayer. Our
ministry has been successful
because we have congregants
who believe in the power of
prayer. We have the support of
our pastors and the commitment of the ladies who
knit and crochet. Our mission is really an outreachto our local community and places all over the world
where shawls have been sent.
We are thinking about having a knitting and
crocheting class in the New Year. If you are
interested, let me know. If we have enough people,
we will begin classes, probably two weeks
concentrating on knitting and two weeks
concentrating on crocheting.
The Knit Wits wish each of you an exciting new year.
Fill your blank pages with things that make you
smile, with your thoughts about each day’s
activities, and with thanks to God for the beauty of
life. HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Come and visit us at the Prayer Shawl Table on
Sunday and pick out a shawl for someone in your life
who needs a hug!
Marilyn Widen (714) 821-9634

Prayer Room & Prayer Garden: Anyone interested in becoming a part
Available 24/7 at MV Campus

Prayer Teams:

Walk the Prayer Labyrinth:

Available weekly during both MV worship
services and Communion Sundays at RSM

RSM Campus

Centering Prayer:
Christian Meditation, Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
in the MV Prayer Room,
First Friday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the
MV Sanctuary and every Wednesday at
11:45 a.m. in the MV Sanctuary

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests can be made by
calling the church at (949) 837-2941
or emailing jyamada@sothumc.org or
cbohmholdt@sothumc.org.
If you have a confidential prayer
request or concern, please email it to
pastoralcare@sothumc.org.
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of Prayer Ministry, please contact
Diana Annett at annett1@cox.net or
(949) 533-3028.
If you would like to be a part of the
prayer chain, please contact Carolyn
Bohmholdt at
cbohmholdt@sothumc.org.
"...God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God and God abides in
them."
--1John 4:16
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This ’n’ That
Offering Envelopes

Resource Team
Financial Statements
Year-end financial statements, January 1 through
December 31., will be mailed during the second week in
January. Please check your statement to confirm you have
been credited correctly. If you find an error, please
contact the Mission Viejo church office at (949) 837-2941.

2019 Offering Envelopes are available at both campuses.
If you did not pick up your envelopes at church or did not
receive them in the mail, please contact the church office
at (949) 837-2941. We will be happy to issue envelopes to
anyone who would like a set.

View Statement
Remember, you can view your giving statements on-line in
MyShepherd.

UMW Activities for December
Happy New Year, and Happy 150th Birthday to United
Methodist Women!
This year many of our programs will include
moments of celebration of the mission work
promoted by UMW. Our theme for this year is
“Sisters of Grace.” You will be receiving our annual
letter soon inviting you to participate in this
continuing mission work by making a Pledge to
Mission. Last year we exceeded our goal, and hope to again
this year.
Our small unit supported the following missions in 2018 with
more than $4000 in gifts from our local fundraisers, thanks
to your generous support:
National Mission Institutes: Toberman Neighborhood
Center, Calexico Neighborhood Center, David and Margaret
Youth Center, and the Methodist Hospital and Chaplaincy.
UMCOR also received a donation.
We supported Pure Water in Haiti, and Grace Children’s
Hospital in Haiti. Locally, we supported South County
Outreach, Southwest Community Center, Orange County
Human Trafficking Task Force, Alabaster Jar Shelter, Skid
Row Ministries, and Families Forward. We also contributed
to Yugo Ministry and SOTH Good Sam Fund.
Some hands on-projects locally included socks and reading
glasses for Skid Row, tee shirts for Alabaster Jar, blankets for
CHOC, clothing for Working Wardrobe and kits for
Operation Interdependence.

Pastoral Care at Shepherd of the Hills

Members had a lot to be grateful for this year and gave more
than $300 to World Thank Offering. Each month you are
encouraged to add some coins to a jar or box for things which
you are especially grateful. We also will offer a suggestion
each month for you to consider. We collect this special
offering in October. Why not start the New Year with $1 in
your box in thanks for God’s grace.
Deborah Circle is collecting blankets this month for CHOC.
Contact A.J. Lane at (949) 680-9495 if you want to help.
Sarah Circle will meet with Marcia Easton on January 15.
This is a good time to welcome new members as we will
chose a new study for the year. We meet the third Tuesday of
each month at 1:00 in members’ homes. Contact Marcia
(949) 215-4954) or Jinny Pape (949) 585-4228) for more
information.
Our General Meeting will be January 24. We will dedicate
ourselves and our pledges for this year. We are in the process
of confirming a speaker about Human Trafficking in our area.
We hope you will plan to join us at 10:00 a.m. in Shepherd
Hall. We will have a potluck lunch after the meeting.
We look forward to UMW Sunday on January 27 at MV
campus and February 10 at RSM. We also look forward to
March 30 when our Conference Secretary, Jane Stewart, will
bring a message about our UMW Legacy. Celebrate with us
this year by making a pledge to mission and by attending
some of our meetings. We would love to include you.

Confidential
James 5:13-15 reminds us that as the church we are to care for one another, especially
Pastoral Care
in times of struggle and illness. Pastoral care is important in the spiritual life of a
pastoralcare@sothumc.org
church, and Shepherd of the Hills wants to walk with you when life gets hard. Our
Pastoral team wants to pray with you before surgery, visit you in the hospital, and walk
or (949) 837-2941
with you through tough times. In addition to our Pastoral Team, we have trained
Stephen Ministers, who are here to care for you as well.
If you are in need of pastoral care, please call the office and let us know. We also have set up an e-mail address at
pastoralcare@sothumc.org that is confidential and will go directly to our Pastoral Team, who can respond to those needs.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
January 18

January
Birthdays
January 1

January 2
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 10
January 10
January 12

January 14
January 15
January 16

January 17
January 17

Carolyn Bohmholdt
Laurie Kohls
Dawn LeHaf
Kareem LeHaf
Dennis Hambrick
Carolyn Frank
Bill Sales
Audrey Lytle
Jessica Trow
Lesley Frane
Araba Mensah
Robin Simpson
Kim Nason
Fred Smoot
Jim Turner
Laura Brown
Amy Fullerton
David Herbka
Heather Arambarri
Maya Buessing
Juda Carter
Kendall Stuckenberg
Jennifer Ambrose
Cara Lopez
Gemma Meinedke

January 19
January 20
January 21
January 22

January 23
January 24

January 25
January 26
January 27
January 28

January 30
January 31

Clara Kannedy
Mozelle Paxton
John Schoettger
Ryan Zadeh
Ginger Skinner
John Martin
Richard Burrow
John Heinly
Sarah Binder
Coleen Casey
Becci Lukes
Lynne Saremi
Pam Slykhous
Nathan Mavros
Lois Anne Fornwalt
Joella Russert
Greg Semos
Kaylee Edgar
Schehera McKasson
Jim Mulgrew
Harry Cantrell
Luzma Duco
Laura Arciniega
Bev Lohmeyer
Jenifer Waters
Sunny Hartman
Donald Torre
Sheryl Mitchell
Carolyn Silkwood
MaryAnn Wisner
Travis Van der Wal

Shepherd of the Hills UMC Staff

January Anniversaries
January 1
January 4
January 7
January 10
January 11
January 12

January 16
January 18
January 24
January 28
January 29

Russell & Beth Harding
Gerry & Marcia Easton
Sean & Amy Fullerton
Chris & Jennifer Curry
Neal & Susan Patcha
Bob & Jill Bone
John & Jennifer Heinly
Jim & Jeanne Roach
John and Cyndy Hoffer
Michelle Williams &
Cheryl Nault
Randy & Ginny Rand
David & Michele Gibson
Garry & Sharon Mason
Gary & Jill Yamada

If we missed or incorrectly listed
your birthday or anniversary, please
let us know at the church office.

Flower Chart
Please stop by the MV Office Table and sign up
to donate flowers. You can specify the reason
for giving the flowers on a specific Sunday. Iva
Green, Our Flower Coordinator, orders the
flower arrangement from Aliso Viejo Florist on
La Paz Road. The flower arrangements are $45.
You may take the flowers home following the
9:00 a.m. worship service.

Confidential Pastoral Care

Karl Stuckenberg ......................................................................Lead Pastor
pastorkarl@sothumc.org
Jon Waterson .............................................................................. Site Pastor
pastorjon@sothumc.org
David Enger ..........................................Director of Student Ministries
denger@sothumc.org
Kim Nason .................................................................RSM Music Director
knason@sothumc.org
Cara Gallegos .................................MV Director of Traditional Music
cgallegos@sothumc.org
Philip Bardowell.....................................................MV Modern Worship
pbardowell@sothumc.org
Will Ferguson .......................................................RSM Modern Worship
wferguson@sothumc.org
Doug Nason ..........................................................Director of Visual Arts
dnason@sothumc.org

pastoralcare@sothumc.org or 837-2941
Laura Arciniega ........Director of Family Ministries & Discipleship
larciniega@sothumc.org
Cristina Flores...............................RSM Children’s Ministry Director
cflores@sothumc.org
Amy Strawn ..........Childcare and MV Sunday School Coordinator
astrawn@sothumc.org
Becci Lukes .............................................Preschool Executive Director
blukes@sothumc.org
Sarah Galliver.....................................................Preschool Site Director
sgalliver@sothumc.org
Jill Yamada .............................................................Church Administrator
jyamada@sothumc.org
Bob Westcott ..................................................................Communications
bwestcott@sothumc.org
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Connecting people with Jesus and each
other so they become deeply committed
followers of Jesus Christ
26001 Muirlands Blvd.
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Phone: (949) 837-2941
Fax: (949) 837-4175
www.sothumc.org
Return Service Requested

Happenings
Issue 1 Volume 52

Mexico Mission

Give Ministries

January 17-21
See page 1

Hunger Sunday,
Community Table,
SHIP,
Blood Drive
See page 3

MV:
Mission Viejo Campus
26001 Muirlands Blvd.
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
949-837-2941
RSM:
Rancho Santa Margarita Campus
30605 Avenida de Las Flores
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
949-589-1502

Preschool
See page 4

Follow us online:
www.sothumc.org

Prayer Ministry

Facebook Groups:
Shepherd of the Hills UMC
Shepherd of the Hills UMC
Rancho Santa Margarita Campus

See page 5

Sunday Morning Worship:

Shepherd of the Hills
Seven Grace Disciplines:
Celebrate • Devo-on • Development
Tithing • Service • Sharing • Sabbath

Mission Viejo Campus
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. Modern Worship

Rancho Santa Margarita Campus
9:30 a.m. Relaxed Traditional
Worship
11:00 a.m. Modern Worship

